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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Rozndmcha, of the 9th September, in its’ columns of 
local news, states that daring robberies are still prevalent in 
Mohulla Aligunje (Lucknow). If the inhabitants cry out from 
their houses they are answered with bricks by thieves from 
without. On the 3rd September ‘such showers of bricks were 
thrown that the people did not dare to come out of their 
houses. A Police constable, who, in the course of his rounds, 
passed that way, also had a brick thrown at him, on which he 
made his escape. If this is done to policemen, the poor inhabi- 
tants will receive worse treatment. The time has now come 
when thieves boldly. plunder houses without meeting with any 
opposition. In the single mohulla under notice several cases 
have occurred in the course of three or four days. The editor 
here mentions two which happened lately. In one of these 
a large quantity of cloth was carried away from the shop of a 
bunneah named Bai ij Nath ; and, in the other, a burglary was 
committed at the house of Bhossee and Mokund Ram, Koor- 
mees, living in the poorwah, and treasure amounting to 
Rs. 1,000, which was hidden in the roof, was taken out and 

_ carried away, together with other household pee valued 
at Rs. 500. 
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The writer blames the police for having failed to trace out 
the thefts, and takes this occasion to remark on the usefulness 


of the old chowkeedaree system as compared with the existine 
police management. 


The Oudh Akhbédr, of the 10th September, has an article on 
flora Indica, in which the editor points out the desirability of 
encouraging the improvement and development of the vege- 
table productions of India. This, in his opinion, could be best 
done by annual exhibitions of fruits, flowers, &c., in each city 
in the rainy season, and distributing rewards at them. Shows 
of this kind have already been introduced at Nynee Tal, under 
the auspices of the North-Western Provinces Government, 
well as at Lucknow, and the editor would suggest they should 
be made general, and be held in all cities, under the manage- 
ment and supervision of special committees to be appointed for 


the purpose. This plan will ensure improvement in the bota- 
nical productions of this country. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Burhan- 
pore, notices the frequency of thefts in that city. The follow- 
ing instances are given to corroborate the statement :— 


(a) In Zeenabad, property estimated at Rs. 800, was carried 
away | from the house of a bunneah. cis 


(6) In Mouzah Sirsodah a theft occurred, in which Rs. 300 
worth of property was lost. 


(c) In Rajpoorah ornaments, valued at Rs. 200, were stolen 
away from a cultivator’s house. 


The Rozndmcha, of the same date, noticing the establish- 
ment of a charitable dispensary at Lukheempore (Oudh) under 
the auspices of Syud Gholam Hyder, Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner, remarks that, in consequence of the hukeem in charge 
of the dispensary frequently residing in the mofussil, its 
usefulness is very limited; and, provided the funds at its dis - 
posal can admit the charge, would suggest to the Dispensary 
- Committee the desirability of securing the services of Moulvie 


Mumtaz-ool-Huqq, who is famous for his skill in medicine, for 
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the institution, in order that during the hukeem’s absence he 
may carry on the work. The Moulvie, though a Government 
servant, will easily be able to spare a few honrs in the morning 
and evening to discharge the duties connected with the dispen- 
sary. | 


A Mirzapore correspondent of the Mayo Gazette, of the 
same date, prefers complaints against the injustice done in the 
nomination of persons to moonsiffships. Whenever any moon- 
siffship falls vacant it is filled up by a new man who has no 
right to it, while the claims of old and deserving candidates 
are altogether set aside. It is a common complaint in these 
days that men whose names are low on the list of candidates 
for the office often get the appointment through some one’s 
_ recommendation and patronage, while others who stand high 
and possess superior qualifications remain behind. All along 
the poor men, trusting to the justice of Government and the 
High Court, and the rule laid down by them, hope that when 
their turn comes their claims will be taken into consideration, 
but to their great disappointment, when vacancies happen, 
favour prevails over right, and men who are below them on 


the list carry the day. 


The writer regrets that Government should depart from 
the rules laid down by itself, and calls upon it to do justice in 
the appointment of men to moonsiffships, and to attach weight 
to right rather than to recommendations in the conferment of 
public posts. one 
_ The Rozndémcha, of the 11th September, points out the need 
of revising the Civil Code with reference to the alterations and 
amendments which have lately been made in the existing Acts. 
Numerous resolutions have been laid down by the High Courts 
and” the Privy Council, containing interpretations of, and 
comments on, the different Sections of Act Vill. of 1859, 
At XXIII; of 1861, and Act IX. of 1863; while the provi- 
sions'of the Stamp Act have been. changed, and new rules 
‘relating to evidence have been laid down in Act I. of 1872. 
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All this shows that there is an absolute necessity for compiling 
a new Civil Code, which can be easily done with the aid of 
Mr. Broughton’s last treatise containing comments on Act 
VIII. of 1859, the circulars and decisions of the higher courts 
in the several presidencies, and the Civil Code published in 

1865. The writer hopes that as the Hon’ble Mr. Stephen has 
compiled a new Limitation Act, the Hon’ble Mr. Hobhouse 
will compile a new Civil Code, in the absence of which Native 
_ officials and pleaders, who have constantly to deal with it, and 
who, on account of being ignorant of English, cannot derive 
benefit from the English books of decisions, &., often make 


mistakes, and numerous appeals are lodged simply because of 
a dispute about the rules. 


Under the heading ‘“ Ghazeepore,” thes same paper ‘has the 
following :— 


In consequence of the recent floods in the river corn-fieids, 


suffered much damage. 


The ferry contractors practise extortions on passengers, as 
usual, and, unless adequate punishment is inflicted by Govern- 
ment, are not likely to give it up. They conceal the sanctioned 
scale of ferry rates from the public, and openly collect double 
and even treble the fixed fare. Passengers tamely submit to 
these extortions, because, in the first place, they know that if 
they make any objection they will be exposed to disgrace and 
be unable to get a quick passage in the boats; and, in the 
second place, because in the event of any one lodging a com- 
plaint in the court, the contractors, by bribing the officials, get 
the case decided in their favour ; that the complainant, instead 
of obtaining justice, has only to undergo additional loss. 


Under these circumstances the writer thinks Government 
would do well if, instead of giving a contract of ferries, 7 it kept 
their management in its own hands. 


The Akhbdr-i-Am, of the same date, is at a loss to make ous 
by what rules the Government of India has allowed a pension 
of Rs. 300 per mensem to Mr. Cowan after his dismissal from 
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service, in consequence of his unwarrantable behaviour in the 
Kooka case. 


The Akhbdr-t-Alam, of the 12th September, in its column 
of local news, bewails the havoc caused by fever and cholera 
in the City (Meerut) In August there were 300 deaths 
from fever, 20 or 29 from cholera, and 100 from other diseases ; 
while from the 1st to 10th September as many as 600 persons 
fell victims to the epidemics. Such distress prevailed in the 
city that grave diggers and carriers of corpses could hardly 
be procured, and some of the inhabitants left the city with 
their families for other places. On the 10th September 
twenty-five guns were discharged in the artillery barracks in 
order that the sulphurous effect of their smoke might purif y 
the air of infectious vapours. | 


The Benares Akhbar, of the same date, remarks on the 
inadvisability of increasing the powers of some of the officers 
appointed for a duty without their distinguishing themselves 
in any way ina greater degree than their compeers. The 
writer instances this in the case of Honorary Magistrates, and 
thinks it improper that some of these officers in a city should 
be invested with greater powers without any reason, while the 
rest are debarred from the honour, because such a course 
serves to inspire the former with feelings of pride, and makes 
them look down upon their fellows in office ; while it discour- 
ages the latter, and leads them to think of giving up their 
office. | 


In its columns of local news, the same paper notices the 
failure of Poorun Mull and Ghunsham Doss, bankers of 
Benares, The failure is said to be due to the detention of 
Rs. 10,00,000, sent by the owner of the bank from Hydera- 
bad; by the. Bank of Bengal, which had a balance of 
Rs. 1,00,000 outstanding against the bankers ; were it not for 
this the failure would have been avoided. 


The Naiyir-i- Akbar, of the same date, states that under 
orders from :the higher authorities the Settlement Officer of 
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Bijnour proposes making a reduction of Rs. 830 per mensem 
in his office. Accordingly 5 khewut mohurrirs, drawing 
Rs. 15 a month each, and 1 moonserim on Rs. 30, came 
under reduction on the 1 1th September, and proposals for 
farther retrenchment are in contemplation, The editor sug- 
gests that, as the officials coming under reduction are expe- 
rienced in settlement work, it is proper that their services 


are about to commence, 2 


~The. Allygurh Institute Gazette, - of the 13th September, * 
ests g been informed -by a correspondent of the introdue- 
tion of octroi in Ghazeepore, which is said to be felt very 
severely by the people, takes this occasion to discuss the pro- 
priety of the tax. The editor thinks it a pity that a tax such 
as the octroi, which is collected little by little and does not 
distress the people, should be condemned by them. While 
this tax has to be paid in the proportion of pence on thou- 
sands of rupees worth of grain, fuel, or other articles of 
consumption , and that little, too, does not affe ct. the payer, 
‘but by being ‘distributed in an equal proportion on 4 
number of purchasers comes to nil, as it were. The benefits 
derived from it by cities and their inhabitants are so great 
that, compared with them, any amount of excess in its rate, 
or severity in its collection, would be justifiable. It is the 
cause of the establishment of a local committee in each city, 
called the Municipal Committee, and composed of Municipal 
Commissioners and Members, who are selected chiefly from. 
the dlite of its inhabitants, and whose duty it is ‘to. adopt ‘suit- 
able measures for the collection of the tax and spend it in 
a judicious way; The good done by these committees and 
their constituents, where they discharge their duties faithfully, 
cannot be overrated, and the more so when it’ is remembered 
that for all their pains the latter are paid nothin 8 


Then, again, the octroi is the prolific source of many bless- 
Ings.to the country. Itis devoted to arrangemetits. connected 
with the conservancy and -sanitation of cities: such as the 
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répair and cleanliness of streets and lanes, &c., to municipal 
reforms and improvements, and to the aid and support oi 
institutions of public utility, such as schools, dispensaries, 
and the like. Grand and magnificent buildings for schools 
and dispensaries are erected, public resorts and places of 
recreation are repaired, and numerous other improvements and 
embellishments are made in each city with octroi funds, which 
tend to give grace and beauty to a city, while they serve a 
most useful purpose. Moreover, in some cities the savings from 
such funds have been utilized in opening ragged schools, 


where sons of paupers, to the number of hundreds, receive 
education, — 


_ Taking all these advantages into consideration, it cannot 
but be regarded as a proof of ignorance in any one to consider 
the imposition of the octroi tax as arigorous measure. So 


far from this, it is, as has been just shown, a fountain from 
which a variety of blessings flow which could not be derived 
from any other source, and ascheme by which all men con- 
tribute something to objects of public good without being 
sensible of it. And, such being the case, the editor thinks 
that, instead of blaming Government, Natives ought to be 
thankful to it for having devised a most simple scheme for 
ensuring, as it were, a saving from their daily expenses which 
is spent in supplying their own wants, and in a variety of 


other good uses, which could not be possible by any other 
means. 


In conclusion i it is remarked that in cases where the tax is 
collected in a disagreeable way, or on things which ought 
not with propriety to be subject to it, or where the manage- 
ment of municipal committees is bad, there is certainly just | 
ground for complaint; but even in that case no blame 
attaches to Government, seeing that it has left the whole pro- 
cedure connected with municipalities in the hands of the 
Natives themselves, and is ever ready to reform any abuses 
in the system which may be brought to its notice. 
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The Jalwa-i-Tur, of the 24th September, has a communi- 
cated article on the same subject, viz., the introduction of the 
octroi tax in Ghazeepore, in which quite a contrary opinion 
is expressed. It is remarked that though at first sight the 
measure, seems to be a good one, seeing that the octroi tax, 
which will be confined to the mercantile classes only, will 
supercede the license tax, which falls on the public generally, 
yet in reality the case is quite otherwise, for merchants and 
dealers, on being subjected to the tax, will sell things at higher 
prices than they do now, and in this way each man will have 
to pay much more than he now does in the shape of license 
tax. Besides, the wheel tax, which is felt very burdensome, 
especially by men who are obliged to keep conveyances in order 
to maintain their ancestral honor and reputation, though their 


present circumstances do not admit the charge, will remain in 
force as hitherto. 


To add to this misfortune, the creation of the octroi depart- 
ment, which was expected to be at least useful to the people 
by opening a door to employment for a few of them, will not 
be advantageous to them even in this respect, because the new 
posts are to be exclusively filled up by Mr. Saunders protégés 


at Shahjehanpore, as that officer cannot find able and trust- 
worthy men in Ghazeepore. 


The Akhbar-t-Anjuman-i-Panjab, of the same date, suggests 
an amendment in the existing Durbar List of the Punjab 
Government :-The Executive Engineer of the Lahore Divi- 
‘sion (who is a Native) has been set down below: Native 
Extra Assistant Commissioners, but ought to be above 
them—(1) because an Executive Engineer is an indepen- 

dent officer, which is not the case with an Extra Assist- 
ant Commissioner, who is subordinate toa Commissioner, and, 
if his powers are limited, even to a Deputy Commissioner; 
(2) because the powers of the former are more extensive than 
those of the latter ; (3) because the position of an Executive 
_ Engineer can by no means be said to be inferior to that of a 
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Deputy Commissioner, seeing that the estimates for any new 
work prepared by a: Deputy Commissioner are not sanctioned 
by Government unless they have been checked. and counter- 
signed by the Executive Engineer; (4) because, while the 
salary of an Extra Assistant Commissioner of the first grade 
cannot exceed Rs. 1,000 at the utmost, that of an Executive 
Engineer’ can rise considerably higher ; and (5) because 
European Executive Engineers are held in high esteem, and itis 
unjust. that a Native, who may be promoted to the office in 
consequence of his superior ability and qualifications, as in 
the case of Rai Kunhaiya Lal, should not receive similar honor. 


The above reasons fully show that the position of an 
Executive Engineer, in a case such as the one under notice, is 
by all means superior to that of an Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner, and the editor thinks that, under the circumstances, 
the amendment here suggested ought to: be carried out by 


Government. 


The same paper criticises the opinion expressed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, that officers under that 
Government wishing to avail themselves of privilege leave 
should do so at times when their absence is not likely to be 
in any way injurious to the public service.. It is remarked 
that it is not always possible for an officer so to regulate the 
time of his privilege leave that it may be convenient both to 
himself and the public service. There must be many occasions 
when, while the public service will require his presence, he will 
be in urgent need of leave; and at such times it would be very 
harsh to deprive him of the privilege. Accordingly, the editor 
hopes that His Honor will see fit not to give effect to his 
Opinions. 


In the next article the same paper notices with approval the 
order of the Government of the North-Westen Provinces 
directing all Officers subordinate to it to affix their signature 
and designation legibly and in full to all documents. of the 
least. importance, in order to prevent all chance of forgery ; 
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and thinks it necessary that a similar order should be: passed 
in the Punjab, and that it should affect Native as well as 
European Officers. 


~The Lawrence Gasette, of the same ro , refers to the inten- 
tion of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to abolish the 
present system of Police and restore the old arrangements , 
under which Magistrates were in charge of the District Police, 
on the ground of the former being more expensive, and at the 
same time less useful than the latter, The editor remarks 
that when lately the question as to whether the old or the new 
Police system was preferable was discussed in Indian Societies, 
popular opinion was found to be decidedly in favour of the 
former, and thinks that it is probably for this reason that the 
-Government of Bengal contemplates its restoration. At all 
events, two palpable benefits suggest themselves to the writer 
in the proposed change, viz., the satisfaction of the people, 
and a reduction in the State expenditure; and he is, therefore, 


of opinion that it should be carried out i in the whole of British 
India. a 


A correspondent of the same paper states, on reliable autho- 
rity, that in the town of Umbetha, in the Saharunpore district, 
there recently blew such a deadly wind that all birds and beasts 
in the desert were destroyed, while the men who were there 
at the time were struck with palsy. © 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from 
Sirdhana (Meerut), mentions that fever and cholera have 
lately been very prevalent in that town, and caused great 
mortality among the inhabitants. The mortuary : return for 
August shows a total of 232 deaths. Among others, Husna 
Baee, one of the dependents of Begum Sombre (vulgarly 


called Begum Somroo), who up to this day received a ‘pension 
of Rs 200 monthly, 1 was a victim. cag petemr 


_ The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, of the sanie date, draws the satiate 
of Municipal Committees to certain sanitary reforms as. beg 


€ 561 ) 


preventive of épidemic diseases in cities and towns. These 
have already béen noticed in the Selections from time to time, 
and miay be briefly stated to be—( I) the cleansing of the water 
of wells at different times; (2) prohibition of the sale of 
unwholesome fruits and vegetables, of bad provisions, and of 
the flesh of fat and diseased cattle, especially that of buffaloes, 
which is often sold under the name’ of beef, and produces 
disease; and ( 3) the removal of the dunghills laid up by the 
cowherds i ving in cities, or in their wotaity, in the rainy 
season. 


- The /Roendmeha, of the same date, while speaking in high 
terms of the magnificence and usefulness of the hospital built 
by the Maharaj a of Bulrampore at Lucknow, finds fault with 
the climate of the place where it is situated, which is stated. 
fo be unwholesome, the cause being chiefly the existence of 
a pit in its vicinity which emits a very offensive smell, espe- 


cially as dirt and filth of all kind is' thrown into it. The need 
of doing away with the nuisance is strongly pointed out, and it 
is remarked that, if it. is suffered to exist, the hespital, not- 
withstanding its magnificence and extensive usefulness, will 
prove a bane to patients. 


The same paper notices a suit: for the recovery of a debt of 
Rs 143, which came up for hearing before Rai Narayan Das, 
Officiating Judge of the Small Cause Court at Lucknow, on 
the 7th September, and in which the wife of the defendant, 
through whom the debt was asserted to have been incurred, 
was made to swear by holding her son’s hand in hers, and 
obtained acquittal by this clever contrivance adopted by the 
Judge at her pleader’s suggestion, and holds up the case as 
the first of its kind for the singularity, and novelty of the 
form of oath administered, seeing that besides swearing on 
Ganges water, no other form of oath han hittieste been ouste- 
many in Courts, 


- The Kdrnadmah, of the 1 6th September, i in reviewing the 
Sanie: case, thinks it very probable ~ that the plaintiff should 


have expressed his willin gness to leave the settlement of his 
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glaim on the defendant’s oath in the form mentioned, and 
remarks that under such circumstances the course adopted 
by the courts cannot be said to be unlawful, seeing that, it is 
customary -and is held lawful in all English Courts, 


A correspondent of the Koh-t-Nzr, of the 14th September, 


writing from Huzara, complains of the frequency of thefts 
there, and blames the police for their mismanagement. 


The writer also remarks on the benefits gained by the 
introduction of stamp paper, but at the same time complaing 
of the difficulty and delay in procuring stamps, due to the 
absence of an establishment of license-holders for the sale of 
the stamps in the city similar to that existing in other cities, 
and points out the need of creating it. The editor of the 


Koh-i-Niur seconds the suggestion, and thinks that it should 
be carried out. 


. An Umritsur correspondent of the same paper states that 
the house-tax for the past: year is being collected with great 
rigour, and a notice has been issued by the municipal commit- 
tee to the effect that any person who fails to pay the tax by the 
close of the month (September) will be liable to the attachment 
_of his property under paragraph 15 of Act XIX. of 1867. The 
correspondent fears lest this strict measure should deprive per- 
sons who aretoo poor to pay the tax of their houses even, and 


remarks that if this happens the poor will be entirely undone, 
and the rich will occupy their dwellings, 


The Ntr-ul-Anwér, of the same date, noticing the case of 
the Deputy Postmaster of Gulburgah (Madras), who was 
convicted of having embezzled twenty-three registered letters 
from A. D. 1868 to 1870, andsentenced to four years’ rigorous 
imprisonment by the Sessions Court, remarks that, as notwith- 
standing such punishments, cases of this kind are common, 
one having happened only recently, in which a bearing cover 
containing two khokhas (i. ¢., bills of exchange that have been 
paid and remain in the hands of the payer as vouchers) of 


Kis. 700, posted by Meer Ahmed Ali from Delhi to Cawnpore, 
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was opened by postal employes on suspicion of its containing 
currency notes, and, on the contents proving to be khokhas, was 
destroyed together with the letter, which caused great loss to 
the addressee. Government should make some such arran ge- 


mente 3 as may effectually put a stop to the clever tricks of postal 


The Nur-ul-Absdr, of the 15th September, publishes the 
proceedings of a meeting of the Azimgurh Debating Club, held 
on the 15th July. The subject of discussion was the intro- 
duction of a railway into that district. Two exhaustive speeches 
were delivered, in which the inexpediency of bringing a railway 
line from Ghazeepore to Azimgurh, and the benefits likely to 
result by constructing a branch railway between Fyzabad and 
Azimgurh instead, were brought prominently forward. It 
was argued that the distance between Azimgurh and the 
Zumania station ( Ghazeepore) was 58} miles, while that 
between Azimgurh and Shahgunje, situated towards the west of 
Azimgurh, and where a station of the Fyzabad line will be 
situated, was only 28 miles, so that the construction of a 
branch railway between the latter places would be far less 
expensive, besides being more lucrative at the same time, 
seeing that Azimgurh carries on a more extensive trade with 
the western than with the eastern districts. The following 
rough estimate of the probable cost and income was given. 
The cost of construction will be Rs 12,60,000, for which an 
interest of about Rs. 60,000 per annum will have to be paid, 
Now, the annual export of goods from Azimgurh is 4,20,223 
maunds, which alone will bring Rs. 30,632; while the income 
from the fare of the goods of Mahomedabad, Maoo, Mobaruck- 
pore, &c. , which at present are not transported through Azim- 
gurh in consequence of the imposition of octroi there, as 


| well as those of Goruckpore, which are now transported by | 


water, not to mention the proceeds from the fare of passengers, 
will be considerable. 


In further support of the above proposition it was asserted. 
that. the project for constructing a branch railway between 
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Fyzabad and Agimguih was moved by Messrs. Bird and Co:, 
at the time ‘when Mr. Sandford was Collector of Azimguth, 
but unfortungtely fell to the ground, in eonsequenice of that 
officer laying it down as his opinion, without consultmg the 
experienced men of the district, that the proposed railway 
would bring in no profit; and it is added that even now the 
Company will be ready to assist in the undertaking. | 


The above arguments were approved of by Mr. Simson, 
the Collector and President, and if was resolved that after 
examining the papers relating to the proposal for the con- 
struction of a railway lind from Zumania to Ghazeepore , the 
proposition should be laid before Government. 


The Abi- H aydt-i-Hind, of the same date, invites. atten- 
tion to the cruelties practised on beasts of burden. It is 
remarked that, though the subject has already attracted the 
notice of Government, and Act XVI. of 1861 has been passed 
compelling owners of d&k-garries to yoke two horses to them 
instead of one, the abuse which it is intended to chéck has 
not been put a stop to. The horses used are generally low- 
priced ones and, consequently, weak and lean ; and, though 
notice is now and then taken of this by Government, no 
effective stop has been put to the practice. 


Then, again, the ponies and camels viel to ekkas and 
dak-garries are subjected to the most cruel treatment, as if 
they were exceptions to the Actjust quoted. It is common 
among Bhutyaras and Burwars to buy ponies for Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 
and yoke them to ekkas, which travel a distance of 18 or 20 
kos in a day, as from Agra to Muttra, from Muttra to Ally- 
yarh, or other places, and carry five or six men each, besides 
luggage weighing three or four maunds, When paragraph 
2 of the Act provides 4 passengers, 4 maunds of luggage, 
and. 12 horses for 18 kos, in case of carriages holding a license, 
it may be ima gined to what hardship the pony must be subj ected 
which: has to. travel that-distance with a greater burder with- 
out being relieved in the course of the journey. No- better 
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is the fate of the camels yoked todak-garries. A couple of 
them are yoked to each garrie, which is loaded with as many as 
25.or 30 passengers and luggage weighing 30 or 40 maunda, 

and are made to travel 18 or 20 kos each day, without being 
telieved at any stage. 


Government is asked to take steps for releasing the poor 
creatures from such oppression by causing all horses and hack- 
neys used for travelling to be examined, through the police, from 
time to time, in order to see that they are fit for the purpose, 
and ordering the horses as well as camels to be relieved at 
proper stages, as in case of d&k carriage horses. 


The same paper remarks that if Government were only to 
give effect to paragraph 14, Section 8, of Act II. of 1865, 
according to which zemindars are bound to expel all persons 
of bad livelihood from their estates, and to arrest thieves and 
robbers, and deliver them to Government, and trace out the 
stolen or robbed property in all cases of thefts and dacoities 
which may happen in them, and in the event of their failing 
to do so, are to be held responsible to make good the losses 
sustained, thefts, which are now so prevalent, would be 
checked to a great extent. 


The Amtr-ul- Akhbar, of the same date, referring to the 
statement i in the Pioneer that marble is being dug from the 
quarry at Jamoo, a place seven miles from Ajmere, for the 
Mayo College, suggests that the stone of the quarry at Mukrana, 
which is situated in the same territory, is perhaps preferable 
to that of Jamoo, seeing that it was this which was chiefly 
used by the Indian sovereigns in royal structures, and that it 
is an established fact that if there is any kind of stone in India 
corresponding with marble it is the Mukrana, and not the 
J amog stone, — 


The Jalwa-i-Tuir, of the 1 6th Rear has been informed 
that in consequence of the often-repeated complaint of extor- 
tions practised on the inhabitants of Kerana( Moozuffernuggur) 
in the assessment of the chowkeedaree-tax, ane me unfair play 
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on the part of the assessors in having exempted. their own 
houses from the impost, the Tehseeldar of Shamlee recently 
inspected the houses. in the town; but that several of the 
assessors’ houses which have been freed. from payment escaped 
notice. The editor remarks that no good results are likely to 
follow from such inspections, nor is there any likelihood 
that the assessors’ unfairness and oppression will be fully 
brought to light by it. What can be more unjust than that, 
while 5 annas are assessed on a washerman, who earns a 
scanty subsistence with hard labour, a man worth Rs. 50 900 
should have only 4 annas assessed on him? The writer re grets 
that such a grievance should exist in the time of Mr. Palmer, 
who is always studying the comfort of the people, and who 
does not permit any of those oppressions common in other 
districts, such as the pressing of carts into service, &c., to be 
practised in his district; and he expresses a hope that that 
officer will take effective steps for setting things to rights by 
personally inspecting the houses, just as Mr. Knox did in 
Meerut, who in six days inspected each and all the houses in 
that city, and assessed each according to the means of its 
owner. The writer would also suggest that at the time of 
making the inspection the Magistrate should call upon the 
bukhshee to wait on him with his register, in’ order that the 
dishonesty of the assessors in having exempted their own 
houses from the tax may be brought fully to light ; and would 


point out the propriety of calling them to account for the 
same. 


The Roznémcha, of the same date, mentions the fol lowing 
particulars of the vicious behaviour of the Allahabad Police, 
on the authority of a correspondent at that station. A police 
constable went to the house of a fruit-seller, situated near 
the Brahmo Samaj house, and took advantage of the absence 
of the master of the house.to enter it with the object of com- 
mitting theft. The woman of the house questioned the man, as 
to who he was, at which he caught hold of her necklace. ‘The 
woman set up a cry, which brought the people of the mohulla 


( 567 ) 


to the spot. But polive constables stood up in defence of their 
comrade and prevented him from being despatched to’ court, 
till the Superintendent of Police on becoming aware of the 
incident caused the thief to be arrested. 


The Shola-1-Ztir, of the 17th September, notices the mis- 
chief which is being done for some time past in the cities-and 
towns of the North-Western Provinces by the Persian 
immigrants so often mentioned in the Selections. In spite of 
the efficient arrangements made by Government, they plunder 
and trouble the people in various ways wherever they go. 
Recently the marauders passed through Cawnpore, but could 
do no harm on account of the active supervision of the 
district authorities, who further took measures for preventing 
them from practising oppression in other districts, by taking 
away their arms, and, after causing the name of each to be 
written down on a paper, making them over to the policé 
guard which was to escort them with directions to deliver 
them to the relieving guard of the next district, and so on, 
the same practice being repeated in all districts through which 
the immigrants should pass. In spite of this precaution, the 
latter did not amend their behaviour. They tried to lay 
violent hands on Chowbeypore in the Cawnpore district, 
though they failed in their intention on account of the energy of 
theinhabitants; while in Sheorajpore they actually forced their 
way into.the houses of the people and carried away whatever 
they could get, and on reaching Bilhour forcibly caused a 
doolie, which was passing on the road, to be laid down on the 
ground, and then stripped the woman in it of all her orna- 


ments, her husband having meantime made his escape through 
fear. 


The editor thinks it a ates policy on the ‘iiss of 
Government ‘to allow such indulgence to the marauders, and 
‘hopes that, on its becoming aware of their misdoings, measures 

will be adopted by it for patting an éftective ~~ to their 
 Oppressions. | 
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_ A correspondent of the Reznémeha, of the 18th September, 
_ writing from Lukheempore, draws attention to a particular 

nuisance in that town, viz., the existence of several pits within 
the habitation, which emit a most offensive smell, and are 
extremely injurious in a sanitary point of view. The people 
of the town lately submitted a petition to the authorities 
pray ing that the pits be closed, but in vain. 


The Benares Akhbdr, of the 1 9th September, in its columns 
of local news, states that the streets and lanes, as well as 
some of the latrines, in the city are in a very bad state, and 
invites attention to the need of setting thin gs to rights. 


The Meerut Gazette, of the 21st September, in its column 
of local news, asserts that up to that date cholera and fever 
had not abated in the city, 10 or 11 men daily falling victims 
to each. The corpses of persons without relations were suffered 
to remain as they were, because the cost of burning and 
burial had to be collected by subscription ; but on the ‘ellie 
making an application to the municipality, the latter agreed 


to bear such cost, and Rs. 5 were paid for each of the bodies 
which had been uncared for. 


The Rozndmcha, of the 23rd September, referring to the 
affray which recently happened between Hindoos and Musal- 
mans on religious grounds in the town of Zaidpore, in the 
Barabunki district, suggests that, as religious disputes of this 
kind have now become common, Government ought to lay 
down a special regulation containing rules for the guidance of 


the two religions in the public celebration of their religious 
festivals. 


A Moradabad correspondent of the Urdé Akhbdr, of the 
24th September, states that during the prevalence of cholera 
in that city recently orders*were given by the local authorities 
for cleansing the water of all the wells in it at the expense of 
the people. The writer objects to this, and wonders that the 
expense of cleansing the water of the wells should not be paid 
out of municipal funds, which are > expressl y intended to be 
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spent in reforms connected with the conservancy and sanita- 
tion of cities. — a ieee 

~The Roznémcha, of the 25th September, has been informed 
that in consequence of the recent floods in the Goomtee the 
wall of one side of the bridge has cracked and become weak, 
and a large hole has opened out in the surface of the bridge, 
so that itis feared that the bridge may soon fall down. The 
editor thinks the municipality of Lucknow ought to direct its 
attention to this in order that accidents may not happen. 


_ The same paper, in mentioning the particulars of an 
attack of wolves on a d&k-runner on the Hurdui road, an 
incident which happened on the 17th September, and the 
difficulty with which he got away, points out the need of 
providing d&k-runners with arms. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Koh-i-Nir, of the 14th September, publishes two 
letters from correspondents in Cashmere, dated respectively the 
dist August and 5th September, stating that up to those 
dates cholera had been as virulent in Srinuggur and its 
environs as before. About 100 persons daily fell victims. 
According to the report submitted to Government by the 
Agent at Cashmere, from 31st August to 5th September, 7,350 
cases occured, viz., 5,615 in the city, and 1,735 in the envi- 
rons, of which 1,888 in the city and 853 in the environs— 


in all 2,741—proved fatal. 


As before, the Maharajah and his officers receive unquali- 
fied praise for their exertions in the removal of the disease, 
as well as for the attention paid to administering relief to 
the subjects of the realm. Under instructions from the 
Maharajah separate officers were posted to the different zlagas, 
each of whom exerted himself as he best could in the removal 
of the disease, while daily reports of the state of the disease 
in the city and the environs were submitted by Divan Hur- 
nam Das, Governor of Cashmere, and Baboo Nilamber, both 


to the’Maharajah andthe Agent. Police reports for each 
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-mohulla were also submitted to the Maharajah, and alt parts of 
the city were personally inspected by the Divan. Then, 
‘again, medical iuspectors and physicians were appointed to 
tend patients, and druggists and apothecaries, as well as 
purveyors, were employed to supply medicines and provisions 
to the poor at the cost of the State. The funeral expenses 
of the poor were also paid from the Royal Treasury. 


Moreover, religious measures were all along kept at work, — 
Brahmins and Moollas being employed to offer up prayers in 
shrines and temples, and alms distributed in abundance. 


- The Ab-i-Haydt-i- Hin nd, of the 15th September, referring 

to the embassy of the King of Bokhara to the Ameer of 
Cabul, with the object of imploring the aid of the Govern- 
ment of Cabul and the English Government in expelling 
the Russians from his territory, suggests that the English 
Government should grant the request, and come forward to 
render assistance to him through the Ameer, at least on poli- 
tical considerations, if not out of sympathy towards the king, 
wlio has been reduced to straits. Bokhara is the gateway of 


Hindoostan, and its occupation by the Russians is, therefore, 
"7 no means safe. 


~The Amtr-ul-Akhbér, of the same date, in its columns of 
nag news, praises the management ‘of the Hospital at Loha- 

_ There are three Native physicians to look after patients, 
al two store-houses of medicines, one of which is very grand, 
have been provided at the cost of the State, where all medi- 


cines, however costly, are distributed gratis to Natives as 
well as foreigners. 


The bullock fair (for particulars see page 522, neal 
1, of the Selections for the week ending 10th September),. 
lasted for-nineteen days (19th. August to 8th September), and 
was a complete success; 1,196 bullocks were:sold, the price 
of the sales amounting to Rs. 49,596-3-0. - Of this number, 
‘T8l-helonged to Loharod,.and-sold for Rs. 18,375-15-0, while 
. the 29 ccs a : by 285 oane fron. the. adjoining ‘districts and. 
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sold for Rs. 31,220-4-0. The arrangements kept up were 


praiseworthy, no thefts or cases of any other kind having 
occurred during all the time the fair lasted. As was stated 
in a previous issue of the paper under notice, the dealers were 


exempted from tax, and had only to pay one anna per bullock 
for pasturage as the zemindar’s due. 


The Odeypore correspondent of the Dabdaba-i-Sikandart, 
of the 16th September, states that the disaffection of the 
chiefs of the State towards the Maharana, caused by his 
having exalted the Chief of Bhunder from the 13th to the 
5th seat in the Odeypore Durbar (vide page 263, paragraphs 
2 and 3 of the Selections for the week ending 23ri May last) 
is daily increasing. It is a mystery to the Chiefs what dis- 
tinguished service the Chief of Bhunder has rendered which 
has entitled him to the high dignity, and they are heard to 
say that, as the Maharana is in the habit of conferring titles 
and distinctions from mere whim, without any just cause, 
of which he has recently given another proof by having 
conferred the title of Rao on Madan Jee, his mother’s foster- 
brother, they cannot bear to see their own rank and posi- 
tion degraded by such exaltations. 


The correspondent remarks that, as the Rajputs value 
their ancient rights and prerogatives above everything else, 
the chiefs’ complaint is but too just, and the course adopted 
by the Maharana is unwise ; and is of opinion that he would 
do well, in order to prevent all probability of the dispute 
assuming a serious shape, to decide the question amicably 
and with tact. 

COMMERCIAL. 


- The Shola-i-Tdr, of the 10th September, has an article on 

the mismanagement of Railway companies. After remarking 
that the complaints brought forward against railway officials 
in different forms are perfectly true and well-founded, the 

editor proceeds to speak particularly of the unlawful actions 

_ and oppressions practised on railway passengers by the employds 
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of the Lucknow and Cawnpore Branch of the Oude and 
Rohilkhund Railway Line, which are as follows :— 


(a) Railway peonis maltreat passeng gers with the view of. 
getting money. 


(b) Thecoolies, whohavea kind of chupras tied to their arms, 
wrest packages, whether heavy or light, from passengers’ hands 
and ‘claim one anna from each as a tax, although no signboard 
or printed notice is to be seen at the stations sanctioning such 
charge. If the station baboo is asked by what rule the tax 
is imposed he gives no reply, but visits the inquirer with a 
severe look and sometitnes even uses abusive language towards 
him. The poor man is obliged to bear the ill-treatment with 
' patience, and in case of showing signs of rebellion is deprived 
of a seat in the carriage, and even beaten. 


(c) Whether the number of passengers be small or large, 
the carriages are filled with more than the fixed number of 


- passengers, so that the poor men have to sit in them confined 
like prisoners. In case of any one daring to complain he is 
harshly treated. 

— The editor concludes by ieiiabibaea that if such manage- 
ment continues, the people are sure to give up journeying by 
rail and content themselves with travelling by means of other 
conveyances; and that, unless the Railway Cc ompany directs 


its attention to such abuses and takes steps for removing them, 
it will in the end have cause for regret. 


The Mir-ul-Absdr, of the 15th September, is surprised to 
find that, while all sorts of arrangements were made by the 
authorities in each city for preventing the spread of dengue 
fever, some of which—e.g., the abolition of the Sheokotee Fair 
at. Allahabad, which resulted in a: considerable loss to shop- 
keepers, who had prepared hundreds of rupees worth of sweet- 
meats to sell at the Fair (for particulars ‘see pp. 466-67 of the 
_ Selections for the week ending 24th August )—were even unfa- 
vourable to the people, no attention should have been paid to 
cheek: the most prevailing abuse, and one'extremely injurious’ 
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in a sanitary point of view, in the railway, which has been 


the prime cause of the promulgation of the disease in the 


whole of India, viz., the overcrowding in the carriages, by 
ordering no more than the fixed number of persons, namely 
six, to he seated in each compartment. This, while it is just 
and would bring no loss to Government or the Railway com- 
panies, would, to some extent, prevent the spread of the disease 


among the passengers, besides ensuring their comfort and 
convenience. ne 


EDUCATIONAL. | 


A correspondent of the Agra Akhbédr, of the 10th Septem- 
ber, praises Pundit Indra Narayan, Secretary to the Anjuman- 


i-Mirzapore, for his exertions in the cause of popular good, 


The Pundit is stated to be a man of good birth, and to be the 
founder of several societies and schools in Orissa, where he is 
still held in great respect among the Native rajahs, nobles, 
and zemindars. The Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has 
also a high opinion of him. Since his arrival in Mirzapore he 
has even the esteem of the district authorities, and has founded 
the Anjuman, of which he is Secretary. He has also estab- 
lished a Sanscrit Boarding School in the city, which has now 
been in existence for a year, and a public library, with the aid 
of the Mayo Memorial Fund, which will confer much good 
on the people at large. 


Another correspondent of the same paper repeats the 
statement which appeared in a late issue thereof (vide p. 282, 
last paragraph of the Selections for the week ending Ist June 
last), and in which the Agra Municipality was blamed for its 
backwardness in rendering pecuniary aid to the Educational 
Department, and throwing away the municipal income on 
_ frivolous projects. It is remarked that, whereas the municipa- 
lities of other cities, ¢.g., Muttra, Etah, Ally gurh, Hattras, 
Bareilly, Benares, Delhi, &c.; devote large sums of money to 
- educational purposes, such as in aiding the boarding-houses 
and assigning scholarships to their inmates, and in other ways, 
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there seems to be no reason why the Agra Municipality should 
not render similar aid. The-need for such aid is all the more 
necessary at a time like the present, when sickness has been 
prevalent among the boarders. Among other kinds of aid 
the writer would suggest that an addition of five rupees might, 
with advantage, be made to the pay of Doctor Kureem Khan, 
the medical attendant of the boardin g-house attached to the 
Agra Oollege, which has been reduced from Rs. 10 to Rs. 5. 
This will enable the doctor to pay more attention to the treat- 
ment of the boarders than he can now do. 


_ The Benares Akhbar, of the 12th September, states that it is 
rumoured that the Maharajah of Vizianagram has offered 
Rs. 6,000 for the erection of a building for the public library 
recently established in that city by popular subscriptions, on 
the condition that the library should be called after his name. 
It is not known whether this request has been entertained by 
the members of the library committee or not. 


A correspondent of the Nur-ul-Absdr, of the 15th Septem- 
ber, who signs himself as a Mohurrir of the 3rd Circle, Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, North-Western Provinces, remarks 
that the office of Deputy Inspector is now declining. While a 
reduction has been made in their own travelling allowances, 
their mohurrirs and chuprassies have been deprived of the pri- 
vilege altogether, which is extremely unjust. It was already a 
grievance that, whilein other offices the salary of the mohurrirs 
has been continually increased, so that Rs. 15 per mensem 1s 
the lowest pay allowed in any of them, the mohurrirs of the 
Deputy Inspector’s office get only Rs. 8 a month ; and lo! they 
are now to be deprived even of travelling allowance. The writer 
is quite at a loss to understand on what principle such a measure 
is based, seeing that it has not been carried out in case of the 
mohurrirs and chuprassies of other offices, and what is more 
strange, even the chuprassies of the offices of the Inspectors 
of the Educational Department itself are still allowed the pri- 
vilege ; and he hopes that the attention of the higher authori- 
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ties will be called to the injustice pointed out, and not only 


will their travelling allowance be restored, but a. revision made 
of the scale of their salary. 


MISCELLANEODS. 


The Shola-i- Tir, of the 10th September, publishes the pros- 
pectus of anew Mahomedan society, established at Pertabgurh 


(Oudh). re object of the society will be to criticise the opi- 


nions and sentiments published by the committee for the 
diffusion of learning among Musalmans (and published i in the 
Tahzbi-ul-Akhlaq), such as denying the lawfulness of slavery, the 
existence of angels, fairies, &c., thinking it allowable to dine 
with Christians, believing fowls killed by their necks being 
wrung to be lawfulfood, and the like, which are believed by 
the Mahomedan public as being at variance with the Qoran 
and the established tenets and principles of Islam. The criti- 
cisms willbe published in. a monthly, or fortnightly journal 
to beset on foot. by the society. 
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